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HAMPDEN TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING BOARD 

In the matter of: 4810 East Trindle Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 

Appeal No. 22-02 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 This case comes before the Hampden Township Zoning Hearing Board upon the 

application of Kenneth and Ashley Metz (hereinafter “Applicant”) requesting a special exception 

from Section 2104.1, Extensions, Expansions and Enlargements, of the Hampden Township 

Zoning Ordinance. 

 After notice duly given as required by the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, a hearing 

was held before the Hampden Township Zoning Hearing Board (hereinafter the “Board”) at the 

Township building at 209 South Sporting Hill Road, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania at 6:30 p.m. 

on Wednesday, May 18, 2022. In accordance with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, notice 

of the hearing was given to the Applicant, the Zoning Officer, to all persons requesting notice, and 

public notice was given in the manner prescribed by the Municipalities Planning Code, the Zoning 

Ordinance, and the rules of the Board.   

 The record of this case consists of the original Application 22-04, the Applicant’s Exhibits, 

and the testimony together with the record of the proceedings. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 The Board makes the following findings of fact: 

1. The Applicant is Musser Home Builder, Inc., whose address is 395 Gettysburg Street, 

Dillsburg, Pennsylvania 17019. 

2. The subject property is known as 4810 East Trindle Road, Hampden Township, 

Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania (the “Property”). 
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3. The Owners of the Property are Kenneth and Ashley Metz. 

4. The Owners authorized Michael Forster, Project Manager with Musser Home Builders, 

Inc., to represent their interests in this Application. 

5. The Property is located in the Industrial-General (I-G) Zoning District. 

6. The residence on the Property is an existing, non-conforming building and non-conforming 

use of the Property. 

7. The current residence is also non-conforming, in that it already sits within the front and 

side yard setbacks. 

8. The Applicant is seeking to expand the residential structure off the rear of the home. 

9. The proposed addition will not extend any further into the side yard setback.  In fact, due 

to the angle of the residence in relation to the eastern Property line, the addition will angle 

further from the Property line and closer to the twenty-five (25) foot setback. 

10. Cathryn Shemwell, who resides at 4818 East Trindle Road, one (1) house west of Mr. and 

Mrs. Metz, testified in support of the request for the special exception to allow the Owners 

to construct their proposed addition. 

11. Mr. Powers advised that the residence is a pre-existing, non-conforming use of the Property 

and that the Township Planning Commission recommends approval of the Application. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

12. The matter is properly before the Hampden Township Zoning Hearing Board, proper notice 

having been given to all interested parties and the Board having jurisdiction to hear the 

appeal. 

13. A special exception is neither special nor an exception, but a use expressly contemplated 

that evidences a legislative decision that the particular type of use is consistent with the 
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zoning plan and presumptively consistent with the health, safety, and welfare of the 

community. Greth Dev. Grp., Inc. v. Zoning Hearing Bd. of L. Heidelberg Twp., 918 A.2d 

181 (Pa. Cmwlth. 2007). 

14. A special exception in a zoning ordinance is a use which is expressly permitted in a given 

zone so long as certain conditions detailed in the ordinance are found to exist.  Appeal of 

Rieder, 410 Pa. 420, 422, 188 A.2d 756, 757 (1963). 

15. The Zoning Hearing Board, in granting a Special Exception, may attach such reasonable 

conditions and safeguards as the Board may deem necessary to implement the purposes of 

the Zoning Ordinance. 

DISCUSSION 

The Applicant, through Mr. Forster’s testimony, as well as the information contained 

within the Application, established all of the standards and conditions of the ordinance that permits 

the expansion of the existing, non-conforming use and structure. 

There were no objections to the Application. 

After review of the proposed addition and the requested special exception, the Township 

Planning Commission recommended approval of the Application. 

The Applicant has met its burden of proof in providing a basis on which his request for a 

special exception may be granted. 
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DECISION 

After discussion on motion duly made by Mr. James Yaple and seconded by Mr. David 

Kraus, it is: 

RESOLVED, that the Applicant’s request for a Special Exception from Section 2104.1, 

Extensions, Expansions and Enlargements, of the Hampden Township Zoning Ordinance, 

requesting a special exception to the side yard setbacks for the proposed expansion of a 

nonconforming building, is hereby approved. 

The Applicant shall further comply with all applicable township, state and federal rules, 

regulations, ordinances and laws. 

(The Motion carried unanimously.) 






